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140 [July, 

Mr. Ord transmitted a letter from Matthew Barr, dated Paisley, 21st 
June, 1856, acknowledging the receipt of .£64 lis. 7d. as a contribu- 
tion to the Wilson testimonial fund. 

Dr. Leidy stated, that in consequence of the unsatisfactory results of bis in- 
vestigations, which had formed the subject of " A Memoir on the Extinct Dico- 
tylina? of America,"* from the time of writing that memoir he had been col- 
lecting material, both recent and fossil, towards a more positive determination 
of the number of extinct species of Dicotylinae. The results of his subsequent 
investigations appear to be as follows : 

1. The extent of variation in the characters of the skull, and especially of the 
teeth, is as great in different individuals of the recent Dicotyles torquatus, as it 
is in all the extinct genera and species heretofore indicated by Dr. Le Conte and 
himself. 

2. The evidence, so far as it has been derived from osteological characters, 
appears to refer all the extinct genera and species of North American Dicoty- 
linas, as heretofore indicated, to one single species. 

The name of the latter and its synonyma are as follows : 

Dicotyles compressus, Leidy. 

Syn. Platigonus compressus ; Hyops depressifrons ; Prolochoerus prismaticus ; Di- 
cotyles depressifrons ; Dicotyles costatus, Le Conte. Euchoerus macrops, Leidy. 



July \hih. 

Dr. Bridges, Vice President, in the Chair. 

A paper was presented for publication in the Proceedings, entitled 
" New species of Hyla, by John Le Conte," which was referred to a 
Committee consisting of Dr. Hallowell, Mr. Cassin and Dr. J. A. Meigs. 

July 2§th. 

Vice President Bridges in the Chair. 

The Committee on Dr. Girard's paper, read 8th inst., reported in 
favor of publication in the Proceedings ; which report was adopted. 

On a New Genus and Species of Urodela, from the collections of the V. S. Expl. 
Exped., under Coram. Charles Wilkes, V. S. iV. 

By Charles Guard, M. D. 

A species of this group was collected in Oregon by the TJ. S. Exploring Ex- 
pedition, showing such a striking external resemblance with Aneides lugubris, that 
upon a first examination we referred it to the latter genus. A closer examination of 
its structure made us acquainted with an ensemble of characters which has 
induced us to establish a genus distinct from Aneides : by the shape of the mouth, 
which' is linear, instead of being undulating ; by the maxillary teeth, which are 
exceedingly minute, and the disposition of the vomero-palatine teeth, upon a 
double ogee, instead of an obtuse angled triangle. 

HEEEDIA. 
Head subelliptical, broader than the body ; snout blunt and rounded, protru- 
ding beyond the lower jaw. Cleft of the mouth oblique and rectilinear. Maxil- 
lary teeth exceedingly minute, scarcely perceptible. Vomero-palatine teeth dis- 
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posed upon a double ogee extending from the middle line of the palate along 
the anterior inner edge of the orbit. Sphenoid teeth forming two elongated 
patches. Tongue large, elliptical, attached by an elongated central pedicel, and 
free upon its posterior third. Byes large. Limbs slender, anterior ones longest ; 
four fingers ; five toes, all free and tapering. Tail subcylindrical, slightly com- 
pressed, tapering towards the tip. Skin exteriorly smooth and soft. 

Hbbedia oeeoonbnsis. — Tail longer than the body and head together. Fingers 
and toes slender and free, inner one very small. Skin smooth, uniform dark brown 
above, lighter beneath. 

The Secretary read a note from Dr. Win. S. Zantzinger, dated 29th 
July, 1856, stating that he was about to remove from the city, and 
consequently tendered his resignation as Librarian of the Aoademy. 
The resignation was accepted. 



ELECTION. 



Baron John William Von Mttller, of Stuttgart, was elected a Corres- 
pondent, and Mr. Alfred Cope and Dr. Wm. H. Gobrecht, both of 
Philadelphia, were elected members of the Academy. 



August 5th. 

Vice President Bkidges in the Chair. 

Dr. Hallowell presented for publication in the Proceedings, a paper 
entitled " Notes on the Reptiles in the collection of the Academy of 
Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, by Edward Hallowell, M. D. ;" also 
a paper entitled " On several new Reptiles in the collection of the 
Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, by Edward Hallowell, 
M. D." Both these papers were referred to a Committee consisting of 
Dr. Leidy, Mr. Cassin and Mr. Schafhirt. 

Dr. Hallowell exhibited numerous specimens of the larvae of Bufo Ame- 
ricanus. These were caught by Dr. Leidy on the 16th of June, along the banks 
of the Schuylkill, near Philadelphia. They are nine lines in length, including 
the tail, of a slate color above, with dark colored spots ; the under parts are 
whitish mingled with gray. The reason why the tadpoles of the toad are not 
more often seen, is probably on account of their small size. Specimens of the 
perfect animal were also exhibited ; these were six lines in length, of a grey 
color above, with numerous small dark colored spots, containing each one or 
more minute reddish colored ones ; these smaller spots were also distributed 
over the body ; under parts whitish ; the perfect specimens were found July 7th, 
1856, among stones quite close to the river. 

Dr. Hallowell also exhibited a number of specimens of Rana halecina, Ealm, 
found in the neighborhood of Philadelphia, both male and female. The females 
appear to be of a somewhat lighter color than the males, and have fewer spots. 
The latter are all provided with a vocal sac, one on each side, communicating 
with a small circular opening, not quite a line in diameter, beneath the lower 
jaw near its angle, nearly opposite the eustachian foramina. 

Dumeril and Bibron, in their Erpetologie Generale, torn, viii., p. 353, remark, 
that in comparing the Rana esculenta of Europe, and the Rana halecina, the 
first thing to be observed is, that the Rana halecina is not provided at the angles 
of the mouth with those slits which permit the males to extend their vocal sacs, 



